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The Sri Lanka  Journal of Dermatology is published
annually by the Sri Lanka College of Dermatologists.
Material received for publication is assumed to be sub-
mitted exclusively to the Sri Lanka College of Derma-
tologists (SLCD) and becomes the copyright of the SLCD.
All authors must give signed consent for publication.
Original Articles should not exceed 2500 words, with
no more than six tables or illustrations, and should have
relevance to dermatology or allied sciences. Short re-
ports of less than 750 words with only one table or
illustration and not more than five references, clinical
Case reports, and brief or negative research findings are
also acceptable. Letters for publication should not ex-
ceed 400 words or contain more than five references.

Preparation of the manuscript

The manuscript should be typed in double line space in
12 pt on a A4 size file in MS Word with at least 2.5 cms
margins all round. First page of the manuscript shoud
contain the title of the article, the name(s) and initial(s)
and post(s) held by each author at the time they did the
work, and their current appointments. Articles should
conform to the conventional structure of abstract,
introduction, methods, results, discussion and references.
The abstract should be given in a separate page and
should not exceed 150 words and should set out the
problem being addressed, what was done, the main
findings and their implications.

The manuscript should be e-mailed to the Editors, Sri
Lanka Journal of Dermatology: info@slcd.lk

Drug names should be given in the generic, and not as
proprietary names. Spell out abbreviations when first
used in the text. Give scientific measurements only
in SI units, except for blood pressure (mmHg) and hae-
moglobin (g/dl). In addition conventional units can be
quoted in parentheses. Use only Arabic numerals.

Statistical methods  used should be given under
methods and either described in detail or supported by
references. Submit tables and illustrations separate from
the text of the paper with the titles and their legends on
another separate page. Tables should be simple and
should not duplicate information in the text. Illustra-
tions should be used only when data cannot be expressed
clearly in any other way. When graphs or histograms
are submitted, the numerical data on which they are
based should be given. Staining techniques and the
original magnification of photographs should be
stated. Patients shown in photographs should have their
identity concealed in some conventional way or if the
face or eyes are the point of interest, written permission
from the patient, parent or guardian, for reproduction in
a journal should be submitted.
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Keep references to a reasonable minimum and indicate
them in the text only by Arabic numerals in the order of
appearance, in superscript (e.g. The link between
hypercholesterolaemia and coronary artery disease is now
well established1,2). At the end of the article give the full
list of references in the correct numerical order with the
name(s) and initial(s) of the author(s), followed by the
title of the article, the title of the journal in full, the year
and volume number, and the first and the last page num-
bers. Titles of books should be followed by the place of
publication, the publisher, and the year, eg.
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VS, Karunaratne L de A. Prevalence of skin diseases
in suburban Sri Lanka. Ceylon Medical Journal 2000;
45: 123-128.
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Champion RH  Burton JL, Ebling FJG eds. Text book
of Dermatology. 5th ed. Oxford: Blackwell Scien-
tific Publications  1992; 589-610.

List all authors when there are six or fewer, when
there are seven or more, list the first three then “et al”.

Avoid using abstracts as references. “Unpublished
observations” and “personal communications” may not
be used as references. Manuscripts accepted, but not yet
published may be included among the references, fol-
lowed by (in press). Information from manuscripts
not yet accepted may be cited only in the text followed
by (unpublished observations). Authors must verify ref-
erences before submitting article. Please refer to the ‘Uni-
form requirements for Manuscripts submitted to bio-
medical journals’ (New England Journal of Medicine 1991;
324: 424-428) for the style of citing references. Editors
reserve the customary right of style, to shorten articles
where necessary and to determine priority and time of
publication.

Proofs and reprints

Manuscripts should have the name and e-mail address of
the correspondingauthor to whom the proof is to be sent.
Proof corrections should be kept to a minimum. Proofs
sent to authors should be returned after correction within
three days. Reprints will be supplied at cost. Details will be
sent to authors with proofs. Cost of reproducing photo-
graphs and illustrations in colour may be charged to the
author.
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